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     When I left Joe’s* house (*not his real name) I almost started to cry.  But I didn’t.  “I don’t want to cry,” I told 
myself.  I was driving down his long gravel driveway in the middle of nowhere called Happy Valley.  Joe fixes 
our power tools; small equipment; everything we bring him.  He is our “fix-it man” in Happy Valley. 
     And he has cancer.  I was picking up my roto-tiller (he has fixed our riding lawn mower, our gas-powered 
weed-eaters, my chainsaw, our push-mower,…) and, as I sat in his shop and listened, he told me the doctors 
had found a lump inside his cheek recently the size of a golf ball.  He is going Monday for a biopsy and then 
Wednesday for a PET scan.  15 years earlier, the doctors told him he had 6 months to live.  So, he moved back 
to Happy Valley to die.  Except he lived.  He has battled cancer and won most every round for the last decade 
and a half and is doing well.  He is a fine man, a skinny man; tall; not frail, but slow-moving and deliberate as 
he moves about his shop, working on a lawn mower or a gas-powered leaf blower or even a tractor.  He is a 
wonderful mechanic and I like him. 
     So, when he told me his cancer was back, or maybe back, I hurt for him and his wife and just felt bad.  He is 
such a good man and cancer is such a bad disease.  It is a dastardly disease really and it haunts most all of 
humanity.  All of us know someone with cancer or who had cancer or who died with cancer.  Cancer is no 
respecter of persons.  Here it comes, wearing its cloak and hood, carrying its sickle, looking for someone to 
devour.  It devoured my dad in 2002 and it devoured one of our church members recently.  We have other 
church members fighting it and many church members dealing with it in some way or another. 
      But, what can we do?  We know our time here is limited.  I was reading Genesis recently and it said, “Adam 
lived 930 years, and then he died.  Noah lived 950 years, and then he died.”  The refrain that really got my 
attention was “and then he died.”  That is so true: “Joe fixed power tools in Happy Valley, and then he died.  
Parker preached at Maryville First, and then he died.  So and so did this or that, and then he died.”  All of us 
are eventually going to die – of cancer, or old age, or some sort or malady, one thing or another.  
      Hank Williams said, “No matter how I struggle and strive, I’ll never get out of this world alive.”  And it’s true.  
The Psalmist said, “All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”  Go 
to any cemetery and look at the tombstones.  We all have a start date and an end date, a beginning and an 
end. 
     That is why I almost started crying when I left Joe’s house.  Death is such a terrible enemy and grief is the 
price we pay for love.  I love Joe and I hate to see him go.  I hope and pray he doesn’t have more cancer and it 
grieves me to think that he may enter another bout with this stuff soon.  I don’t want him to die. 
     The Bible says, “death is the last enemy” and then we go to be with God.  “In my Father’s house are many 
mansions…”  We have such a wonderful life here but we all have to leave it someday.  The most we can do is 
be ready. 

Parker 

...and then he died 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Astonishing! Amazing! Unbelievable! These are the words that 
my family and I have expressed during the long struggle that Laura 
went through and then her death. The First Church family reached 
out to us so many times. Larry, Brenda, Asa, and Ginny were there 
in the hospitals and nursing homes. Then, Catherine, Parker, and 
Sarah came and were there when we needed them.  
     The church graciously opened the doors to our family for a 
Sunday lunch which Jane Robinson and friends prepared. Terry 
and Dwain and the choir came through in celebration fashion. 
Some of our longtime minister friends assisted in The Celebration 
of Life service. Much appreciation is due  to Jane Sanders and the 
staff for The Celebration of Life worship bulletin and to those who 
cleaned the church after the evening.   
     We could never have anticipated the numbers of friends who 
came from great distances to offer their respect to Laura. Our 
children have tried to acknowledge every memorial gift with 
appreciation.   
     My parents, Bill and Bess Trundle , had been long time 
members, and I arrived on the scene on March 27, 1934. Laura 
and I met in the old downtown First Methodist Church during the 
Maryville Youth Revival in March, 1954. We were married in June, 
1955 , and did not return to Maryville until December, 2012, when 
we bought our condo at Asbury Place. Laura had just started 
singing in the choir this summer. Thank you to the First Church 
family for all that you mean to the Trundle family. First Church is 
still a great place to belong. 

In appreciationIn appreciationIn appreciation   

Children singing on Back to Church Sunday! 
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Welcome back! 1st News1st News  
The spirit of invitation is 
alive and well at 1st 
UMC-Maryville.  On 
September 21st, the 
church extended its 
hospitality to people 
who haven’t been to 
church in awhile or 
perhaps not at all.   

 
National Back to Church Sunday was a time to 
focus on the call to invite others to share in the love 
of Christ.  
 
The day included a special time with the ministers 
(thanks to Leslie Ragland for putting it together),  
lemonade on the lawn (thanks to the youth), special 
music during worship (thanks to Terry, Susan and 
the children) and even a new video highlighting 
how this church is working to transform others 
through Christ.     
 
*Check out pictures from the day on Facebook and 
on www.1stchurch.org.  

 
A good man leaves an 
inheritance to his children’s 
children… 

Proverbs 13:22a 

 
 

By now most of you should have received a couple 
of items in the mail, email or both regarding the 
upcoming Capital and Stewardship campaign. Both 
kick off in November.  
 
Right now dozens of people are working in a variety 
of ways to make these simultaneous efforts a 
success. Many thanks to all of you serving on the 
campaign committees! 
 
In the coming days and weeks you will be receiving 
more information on what’s happening as well as a 
call for prayers.  The church’s heritage stretches 
back nearly 200 years and there is a great hope that 
the future will hold another 200 years of this church 
TELLING, TEACHING and TOUCHING the world 
through CHRIST.  

Planning for the future 

Telling one story 

During the day on September 21st, 
many of you probably got a chance to 
see a new video which outlines a little of what 1st 
UMC-Maryville does to reach out to the community 
and the world.  With so much happening here, it is 
nearly impossible to cram everything that happens 
here into a two minute video.  
 
The video was used as part of the National Back to 
Church Sunday event and can also be seen on the 
church website (under the “1st Look”  tab) as well 
as on Facebook.  If you haven’t seen the video yet, 
please take a look and if you can share it with your 
friends and family.    

 

 

Check out this new video! 
“Welcome to 1st” 

      A short time from now Bridget Hundley and her 
two children will have a new place to call home.  
Volunteers from 1st UMC have been diligently working 
on a Habitat home since mid-August.  The work is set 
to be finished by the 
end of the month.    
     The church’s portion 
of the cost is $48,000.  
All but $3500 of that 
has been raised so far.  
That includes around 
$800 the Challenger’s 
class raised with a 
bread sale last week.  

Almost there! 

The Congregational Care team met with 
Rev. Sarah on Monday afternoon. 

http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.1sthchurch.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-look/videos
https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC/videos
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/media.php?pageID=62&itemID=66
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Church Directory: Coming soon 

It’s been several years since there has been a church 
directory here at 1st UMC.   A couple of months ago, the 
process of creating another directory started and in the 
coming weeks and months you will be hearing much 
more about it and what YOU need to do to make it all 
happen.   

One of the most pressing needs is to have volunteer 
“hosts” for picture days (November 28th—December 1st  
and December 4th—December 8th).  Volunteers will get 
training before the picture taking begins and there will 
be a drawing for several $50 gift certificates that can be 
used for portrait purchases.  

 If you are interested in volunteering please contact 
Jewel Rankin at jewel1940@gmail.com .  You can also 
call the church office at 982-1273, leave us your contact 
information and we’ll pass it along to Jewel and the 
Directory team.  

 
 
 

Tuesday, October 21st  
 7:00pm- Trivia at Smoky Mtn. Brewery 

 

Thursday, October 30th 
5:00 pm—6:45 pm 

Join fellow church members in serving and cleanup at the 
5th Thursday Welcome Table.  

 
For more information on the Bridge Builders visit the 
Young Adult page under the “1st Ministries” tab at:  

 

www.1stchurch.org  
or email the group at: 

YA.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  

Children’s Corner                                                                          Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org  
               Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247    
 Sign up for events at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273                   

A hot “dog gone” good time! 
Roasting hot dogs and marshmallows are a great way 
to enjoy a cool fall evening.  Throw in a movie and the 
whole evening becomes even more memorable.  On 
Sunday, October 12th at 5:00 pm,  you are invited to 
a special Hot Dog Roast at the Friendship Shelter.    
 
The church will supply the hot dogs, buns, drinks and 
marshmallows.  You are asked to bring your own 
roasting sticks and a side dish to share. 
 
In an effort for us to get a head count, please sign up 
prior to the event. And while you’re at it, why not invite 
a friend or two along for the fun. 
 

Coming this Sunday! 
If you haven’t signed up for this Sunday’s children’s 
picnic, be sure and do it soon.  You can do it online or 
call the church office at 982-1273.   There will be 
chicken, chips and drinks, but you’ll need to bring a 
side dish or two to share. It all happens on September September 

28th right after the 10:30 worship services28th right after the 10:30 worship services. .  

Preparing for fall fun! 
The next few weeks will be busy ones as organizers work 
to bring you the Fall, Fun and Faith Festival! Inflatables, 
trunk-or-treating, hot dogs, games and much more are 
coming on October 26th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm!   It’s 
definitely going to be a busy day, and your help is needed 
to make it all a great success.  Last year about 1500 
people came to this annual event.  Here are just a few 
areas where volunteers are needed.  
 

 
Set up 

Clean up 
Trunk-or-treat 

Popcorn machine 
Children’s Games 
Inflatables hosts 

 
 
 
 
If you would like to help out with this great event, please 
contact Denise Johns (contact information above) or you 
can call the church office.  We’ll also be needing bags of 
candy for the trunk-or-treat, so start bringing those by the 
church soon.  

Mark your calendars! 
     RezKidz comes your way 
January 18th & 19th at the 
Gatlinburg Convention 
Center. 
     Early registration is $20 
per person from now through 
12/31/14. More information at: 
www.rezkidz.com 

mailto:jewel1940@gmail.com
mailto:YA.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com
mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.rezkidz.com


Sunday, September 28, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
11:45 AM  Children’s picnic, Friendship Shelter 
  3:30 PM  Youth Band, 243 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:15 PM  Morning Glory Christmas Rehearsal, 249 
  7:00 PM  Getting Though the old Testament, 215 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152 
Monday, September 29, 2014 
  3:30 PM  Primary Praise (K-1st) 
  3:30 PM  Merrymakers(2nd-3rd) 
  3:30 PM  Joy Singers, (4th-6th) 
  6:00 PM  Counseling Center, 214 
  7:00 PM  Church Council, 254 
 Tuesday, September 30, 2014 
10:00 AM  Discerning the Voice of God, 214 
11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
   7:00 PM  Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  Witness, 213 
Wednesday, October 1, 20141 
 10:00 AM  The Politics of Jesus, 214 
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
   6:30 PM  Getting Through the Old Tesatament, 215 
   7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
   7:45 PM  Contemporary Worship Band, The Cove 
Thursday, October 2, 2014 
  600 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  9:45 AM  Circle 1, 254 
10:00 AM  Circle 2, 215 
10:15 AM  Asagao Handbells, 252 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, October 3, 2014 
10:00 AM  Craft Group, Wesley Hall 
Saturday, October 4, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
10:00 AM  Craft Group, Wesley Hall 

        HAPPENING AT  
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Sunday, October 5, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional, Sanctuary 
10:35 AM  Morning Glory Christmas Music rehearsal, 249 
  4:00 PM  Outreach Meeting, 214  
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM Youth,152 
  7:00 PM  Getting Through the Old Testament, 215 
 Tuesday, October 7, 2014 
10:00 AM  Discerning the Voice of God, 214 
11:00 AM  Tuesday Lunch for 60+, 215 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 
10:00 AM  The Politics of Jesus, 214 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
  7:45 AM  Contemporary Worship Band, The Cove 
Thursday, October 9, 2014 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
10:00 AM  Knit Together, 218 
10:15 AM  Asagao Handbells, 252 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
   6:30 PM  Trustees, 214 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, October 10, 2014 
10:00 AM  Organization of New Testament, 214 
Saturday,  October 11, 2014 
  9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

      Mike & Nancy Allee 
      Rex and Marilyn Davis 
 

 10:30 Traditional 

       Louise Berry 
       Sandy Miller 
       Bill Benson 
 
 
 

  10:30 Contemporary    

   Allen & Alisa Mason  
                    Rathbone 
   Kim & Brian Anderson 
 
NO Kids Own Worship: 
   (Communion Sunday)  
 
Acolytes: 
Abram Abbott 
Lane Pinkerton 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

   Bonnie & Sterley Van Pelt 
   Phil & Amy Large 
       

 10:30 Contemporary    

   Madison & Brett Coulter 
   Tim & Trish Badgett 
                 

 10:30 Traditional 

       Brian & Nicole Waters 
       Gene & Peggy Winck 

Kids Own Worship: 
 Preschool 
       Dave & Jen Flynn 
Elementary 
        Darby & Emily Abbott 
    
Acolytes: 
Reid Waters 
Drew Barton 
        

Sunday commitments for Sunday 9/28/14Sunday commitments for Sunday 9/28/14  

Sunday commitments for Sunday 10/5/14Sunday commitments for Sunday 10/5/14  

Memorials & HonorariumsMemorials & Honorariums  

Estonia 
In Honor or Memory of  Given by 
Laura Trundle   Hobert & Sue Plunkett 
Laura Trundle   Charles & Carolyn Fethe 
Laura Trundle   Thomas & Sherry Bundy 
Laura Trundle   Bobby & Paige McClure 
Laura Trundle   Max & Kathy Trundle 
Laura Trundle   Mrs. Linda & Bob Smith 
Laura Trundle   Ken & Susanna Pruitt 
Laura Trundle   Philip & Elsie Myers 

 
Memorial Fund 

Sarah Jo Kramer  Southeastern Conference 
William Malashuk  Tom & Nancy Martin 

 
Habitat Build 

Rev. Catherine Nance 
Rev. Parker Benson  Anonymous  
Rev. Sarah Slack 
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During “National Back to Church Sunday” the Youth set up a tent in front of the church to serve lemonade.  
This proved to be a big hit with folks on that special day! Several other activities and service projects are 
coming, including an “off campus” trip on Sunday, September 28th 
 

 Come see the future of your church in action! 

A great opportunity for YOU! 

The Couch to 5K group from last spring will be meeting again and hope 
YOU will join them in this special time to focus on fitness and fellowship.  
There isn’t a specific training program, just an opportunity to be more 
active and have an accountability group.  The group will meet Thursdays 
at 6:15 pm at the Narthex and Saturdays at 8 am at Vienna Coffee 
downtown where people can stay and visit and have coffee afterwards.  
This new group will be called “Team 1st Church.”  Call Kelly Morgan at 
919-2662 for more information.  

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

